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EDITORIAL COMMENT 
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THE FEDERATION OF AMERICAN NURSES 

The first formal meeting of the American Federation of Nurses 
marks an epoch in the history of nursing affairs in the United States, 
opening the way to wider scope and greater usefulness and giving us 
something tangible to rely upon in the great crises needing help which 
arise from time to time in our national life. 

At this really great gathering one was impressed anew by the intel- 
ligence and dignity of the national meetings of nurses. The directness, 
force, and absence of parliamentary machinery usually so much in 
evidence in feminine organizations were particularly noticeable and 
distinctly gave the idea that here were women who met to work out 
things vital, not triflers nor seekers for notoriety and place. 

In the Federation papers which are given in the present number of 
the Journal one could not escape the forceful vitality of the writers, 
women whose untiring labors compel our attention, admiration, and 
gratitude. Mrs. Eobb's prophetic insight, once more reaching out to 
make clear our future path, Miss Palmer's far-reaching knowledge of 
cause and effect in nursing affairs, and Miss Dock's wonderful per- 
ception of all phases of organization combined to make a trio not often 
heard at one meeting. 

A careful reader of these papers alone may arrive at a very definite 
idea of the status of nursing in America. 

The unanimous reelection of Miss Nutting for president of the 
Federation is a source of great pleasure and satisfaction, insuring a suc- 
cessful regime under her distinguished guidance. 
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THE CLASS OP 1905 

The young graduate occupies the centre of our stage at this season 
of the year. 

To give her credit, we find her far less cocksure of the world she is 
to conquer than when she received her high-school or college diploma, 
which speaks volumes for her training. Almost universally we find her 
of earnest, serious mien, sometimes a little sadly so for her years, and 
we cannot help wishing that she will "not take herself too soberly. Later 
we will see her, still young, bringing to our national gatherings reports 
of her labors such as we heard in Washington in May, and after our 
first anxiety in her behalf, which closely resembles the panic of a hen 
who sees her family of ducks swimming away, leaving her on shore, we 
will feel justly and vastly proud of her, with a comfortable security that 
when the time comes we may safely entrust our great hospitals, schools, 
organizations, and journals in her hands. 

The Journal wishes her God-speed, and reminds her that it owes 
its origin and existence to her needs, and that its pages are ever open 
for her help and betterment. 



THE JUVENILE COURT 

The Alice Fisher Alumnae Association, of Philadelphia, at a recent 
meeting voted to offer assistance to the officers of the Juvenile Court of 
that city. 

Such a step is most commendable — first, because no more worthy 
object to assist can be found, and, second, because it is a refreshing 
sign of the times to see our various alumnae societies finding outside 
interests. 

It would seem that all nurses, and especially visiting nurses, might 
do an immense amount of good in the efforts to enforce the child labor 
and school laws now enacted in nearly every State. 



NATIONAL RED CROSS 

The following circular, issued by the American National Red Cross, 
cannot fail to be of interest to all Journal readers : 

"AIM AND PURPOSES OF AMERICAN NATIONAL RED CROSS. 

" The International Conference which met at Geneva, Switzerland, 
August 22, 1864, agreed upon a treaty for the purpose of mitigating 
the evils inseparable from war. This treaty has been ratified by forty- 
four nations, including the United States. The conference recom- 
mended 'that there shall exist in every country a committee whose 
mission shall consist in cooperating in times of war with the hospital 
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service of the armies by all means in its power.' It also recommended 
the adoption and use of a distinctive flag and arm badge. This flag (a 
Geneva Bed Cross on white ground) and arm badge or brassard (a 
Geneva Eed Cross on white band) have been adopted and are now in use 
in every country having a National Red Cross organization. 

" The charter granted by Congress in January, 1905, to the Ameri- 
can National Red Cross declared the purpose of the corporation to be : 

" ' To furnish volunteer aid to the sick and wounded of armies in 
time of war, in accordance with the spirit and conditions of the Geneva 
Convention. 

" ' To act in matters of voluntary relief, and in accord with the 
military and naval authorities, as a medium of communication between 
the people of the United States of America and their army and navy, 
and to act in such matters between similar national societies of other 
governments through the " Comite International de Secours" and the 
Government and the people and the army and navy of the United States 
of America. 

" ' To continue and carry on a system of national and international 
relief in time of peace, and apply the same in mitigating the sufferings 
caused by pestilence, famine, fire, floods, and other great national 
calamities.' 

" Congress considered the importance of the work so great that the 
charter granted in 1905 provided for Government supervision. 

" The charter conferred on the Board of Incorporators and the Cen- 
tral Committee the power necessary to carry into effect the above pro- 
visions. 

" In pursuance of this authority the Central Committee proposes to 
organize in every State and Territory of the United States branch 
societies, to enable every person who desires to become a member of the 
society, and awaken in this country the same interest in the objects of 
the organization that is so markedly manifested in every other nation 
having a National Red Cross Society. 

" The necessity of being prepared for emergencies has been too 
often demonstrated to require argument. The object of the Central 
Committee is to have in each State and Territory a branch society that 
will be ready to act at once in time of war or disaster, and so strong in 
its personnel that it will command universal confidence. 

"Bach branch will act as a unit in the organization, and take 
charge in case of any great calamity in its State. Its Executive Com- 
mittee or a special committee will enroll doctors and nurses for Red 
Cross service in time of war or great disaster in the State or its im- 
mediate vicinity. Reports as to the number of doctors and nurses 
enrolled by each branch will be made annually through the Central 
Committee to the Army Medical Department. 

" In ease of calamity its Executive Committee will receive and take 
charge of all contributions of supplies and materials, forwarding the 
same to the field of disaster. 

" The secretary of each branch will keep informed as to the number, 
names, and addresses of the doctors and nurses enrolled for active 
service. This service may be given either without compensation or for 
the same salaries as those paid by the War Department — namely, one 



648 The American Journal of Nursing 

hundred and fifty dollars a month for medical officers, and for nurses, 
forty dollars a month for service in the United States and fifty dollars 
a month for service outside the United States. The secretary will also 
keep informed as to where hospital and relief supplies can be obtained 
at shortest notice. 

" Charts will be prepared by the Central Committee, based upon the 
regulations of the Army Medical Department, giving the personnel and 
supplies needed for a field hospital for forty-eight persons, so that any 
branch or a subdivision thereof will be able at short notice to provide 
such a hospital fully equipped for active service. 

" The treasurer of each branch, in case of calamity in the State, 
will retain all moneys contributed for the relief work, keeping an accurate 
account of all receipts and expenditures, as the charter requires that all 
accounts be audited by the War Department. In case of calamities out- 
side the State, he will forward promptly all contributions for the relief 
work to the Central Treasurer at Washington. 

" The annual dues are one dollar, fifty per cent, of this remaining 
in the branch treasury and fifty per cent, being sent to the Central 
Emergency Fund. 

"Life membership dues are twenty-five dollars, and all such dues 
form part of the Central Endowment Fund." 

It will be remembered that a Red Cross committee, consisting of 
Miss Eiddle, chairman, Miss Maxwell, and Miss Darner, was appointed 
by the Associated Alumnae last year. At its recent meeting the Superin- 
tendents' Society appointed a similar committee, — Miss Nutting, chair 
man, — the two committees to confer together in an effort to suitably 
represent nurses in the Red Cross Society. 

With the Federation well organized and the existence of two such 
committees we may feel certain that no such confusion will again arise 
in an emergency as was witnessed at the outbreak of the Spanish- Ameri- 
can War. 



PROGRESS OF STATE REGISTRATION 

The Michigan bill for the State registration of nurses passed the 
Senate by a unanimous vote, but owing to the feeling in the House, which 
manifested itself strongly on this occasion against class legislation, the 
bill was totally defeated. 

When the merits of the bill are more clearly and definitely under- 
stood no opposition is anticipated. 

The preliminary work of organization of a State association of 
nurses in Minnesota took place in Minneapolis on May 26. The report 
will be found in our Official Department. 

On April 19, 1905, Governor MacDonald appointed the following 
nurses to serve on the Colorado State Board of Nurse Examiners: Miss 
Lettie G. Welch, Denver, two years; Miss Louie Croft Boyd, Denver, 
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five years; Miss Winifred A. Donaldson, Denver, four years; Miss Lizzie 
L. Hudson, Colorado Springs, three years ; Miss Nanna Clingan, Pueblo, 
one year. The first meeting was held on May 3, in the State Capitol 
building, Denver, when Miss Lizzie L. Hudson was elected president and 
Miss Louie Croft Boyd secretary. 

The Washington State nurses failed to pass their registration bill, 
of which more information will be given later. 

The Illinois bill for State registration has again been vetoed. We 
have received no further information. 

It would appear that the Illinois nurses must follow the directions 
in the ancient cook-book for roasting a hare, "first catch your hare." 
With the veto of two Governors they will certainly need to first elect the 
right Governor. 

Bveet profession produces types peculiar to the nature of the work 
done, but there is one type which afflicts all professions alike and from 
which the nursing profession has until recently escaped — namely, the 
superficially educated whose knowledge has been gained from books and 
teachers alone and not from the wrestlings and struggles of experience. 

Van Dyke recently wrote a fine essay upon the relative educational 
value of schools and life's experience which gives food for thought to all 
readers and is a most encouraging comment upon the system prevailing 
in nursing schools where precept and practice go hand-in-hand. 

The following extract from a private letter is an excellent example 
of the type above mentioned. The writer of the letter is one whose high 
ideals and daily work are identical, and who has made an honorable and 
widespread reputation for herself. She writes : " Miss X visited me 

to-day. I think you know she came to look over the hospital. 

' Not that I would take such a place, but it will be of educational value 
for me to see how such small hospitals are managed.' I think her 
whole mind since she returned from C is attuned to education with a 
capital B. You would never forget her if you could have the pleasure 
of listening to her for one brief hour. Her rising up and her sitting 
down, her going out and her coming in, her eating and her drinking — 
all, all have their educational value. She told me that it was ' high time 
that I started State registration. I was to go to B, three hundred miles 
away, and consult Miss D, and then if I worked with a will I would soon 
arouse an active interest;' in other words, I, who have lived here two 
years, was to start out on a campaign of instruction to nurses who have 
lived here twenty-two years. All this and much more, easier to relate 
than write." 

The type is easily recognized. Let us hope the cases may be sporadic, 
sparing us an epidemic. 



